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Andree Greenberg - Fwd: RE: Saltworks Status Update. 

From: Shin-Roei Lee 

To: Bruce Wolfe; Dyan Whyte; Thomas Mumley 

Date: 5/4/2012 12:09 PM 

Subject: Fwd: RE: Saltworks Status Update 

CC: Andree Greenberg; Brian Wines; Dale Bowyer; Keith Lichten 

Attachments: 120504.50-50 Withdrawai.PDF 

Hi Bruce, Please see the attached letter from DMB to the Redwood City, which officially withdraws its original 
May 2009 50/50 plan to the City. The letter also states that DMB plans to resubmit a revised plan with a "much 
more limited footprint restricted to the area of greatest historic disturbance". That would be the crystallizer beds 
on the westerly part of the site. 

>>>David Smith <DSmith@dmbpv.com> 5/4/201211:37 AM>>> 
Forgive me, I also meant to attach a copy of the letter to the City officially withdrawing the dormant plan. It is 
attached. 

_....... -
DMB PACIFIC VENTURES 

David C. Smith, Esq. I Senior Vice President I DMB Pacific Ventures, LLC 
801 Montgomery Street, Suite 200 I San Francisco, California 94133 
18800 Von Karman Avenue I Irvine, California 92612 
mobile: 949-923-8170 I dsmith@dmbpv.com 

From: David Smith 
sent: Friday, May 04, 2012 11:34 AM 
To: Alexis Strauss (strauss.alexis@epa.gov); Brush.Jason@epamail.epa.gov; Hugh Barroll 
(Barroii.Hugh@epamail.epa.gov); Melissa Scianni; Jane Hicks (jane.m.hicks@usace.army.mil); Cameron Johnson 
(Cameron.L.Johnson@usace.army.mil); Katerina Galacatos (Katerina.Galacatos@usace.army.mil); Andree 
Breaux Greenberg (AGreenberg@waterboards.ca.gov); 'SRLee@waterboards.ca.gov'; 'steveg@bcdc.ca.gov'; 
'bradm@bcdc.ca.gov' 
Cc: barbara_ransom@cargill.com 
Subject: Saltworks Status Update 

Greetings: 

We just wanted to update you on Saltworks in light of some activity at Redwood City (see email below). As you 
know, we ceased activity in November 2011 on the proposal then pending at the City- the so-called "50/50 
Balanced Plan," originally filed in May 2009. We formally notified the City to cease its own consideration of 
that proposal while we undertook a thorough examination of the comments received on the plan since its 
filing. As many of you know, we have also been reconsidering our regulatory approach related to processing 
the application. Our focus since halting consideration of the May 2009 plan has been on a much more . 
C~JI~_gJQQ1p.rint, exP._an~io_I]J?f restoration opportl!':l_ities, and the appropriate regulatory strategy and 
process to facilitate that revised Y.!Sion.··---~·-· ··-· ........ - - ··· · ··· ---· ···· - ----------- ..... ··· 
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The Council felt prompted to take this action at this time, but we wanted to confirm that nothing has changed 
since our announcement last year. We continue with our internal analysis and fully plan to proceed as we have 
discussed. The following press coverage is, for the most part, accurate: 

http://www.mercurynews.com/peninsula/ci 20545549/redwood-city-saltworks-project-will-be-scaled-back 

Should any of you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Otherwise, we will be in touch in the 
near future regarding our proposed direction on regulatory issues. 

Sincerely, 
David Smith 

.-- ---DMB PACIFIC VENTURES 

David C. Smith, Esq. I Senior Vice President I DMB Pacific Ventures, LLC 
801 Montgomery Street, Suite 200 I San Francisco, California 94133 
18800 Von Karman Avenue I Irvine, California 92612 
mobile: 949-923-8170 I dsmith@dmbpv.com 

From: MGR-Malcolm Smith [mailto:malcolm.smith@REDWOODCilY.ORGl 
Sent: Thursday, May 03, 2012 1:53 PM · 
To: MGR-SALTWORKS-EXTERNAL@LISTSERV.REDWOODCilY.ORG 
Subject: Council ad-hoc committee on Saltworks to recommend denial of project application 

For Immediate Release 
5/3/12 

Contact: 
Robert Bell 
City Manager 
650-780-7300 

City Council's Ad Hoc Committee on Saltworks to Recommend Denial of Project Application 

Redwood City, CA -The City.Qouncil's ad-ho~.committee assigned to research and report on options regarding 
the Saltworks development application will be recommending denial of the current application when the issue 
comes to the City Council on May 7th. This recommendation IS being made on the grounds that despite having 
an application on file witi:J !b.e City for three years, the dgveloper has yet to submit a complete project description 
and therefore theapplication remains.lnc_Qrn_Riete and inactive. ·· • - ···· ·---·--·---·---- -~·-- -· 

If the City Council follows the recommended action and denies the project, the City would stop all current 
processing actions. The committee also recommends not proceeding with a public vote on the issue at this time. 
Since the developer has indicated that the scope of the project is to be revised, it would not be a prudent use of 
City resources to gather public opinion about a project for which a completed description and application does 
not exist. 

The committee further advises that if and when the developer presents a new and complete project application 
_\ .Jt- to the City, the City will determine whether and how to proceed on that application, at that time. The committee'~ 
~ 0 f .. full report will_~:a~ai.l~-~~-2fJ_the City's websit:_~Y ?.PIT! ~~.!h.~rs~-~Y· May 3, 2012. 

~<, ~-v Denying the current application would not prevent DMB from pursuing a ~ew application in the future. In the 
meantime, the property would remain subject to current General Plan designations that have been in place since 
1990. 
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The ad-hoc committee will be making its recommendations at the May 7th, 2012, City Council meeting, which 
begins at 7 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 1017 Middlefield Road. 

More information on the Saltworks proposal is available on the City's Web site at 
www. redwoodcity.org/saltworks. 

(end) 
******* 

(sent by) 
Malcolm Smith 
Public Communications Manager 
City of Redwood City, California 

Office: 
Cell: 
Fax: 
Email: 
Web: 
Twitter: 
Street: 

650.780.7305 
408.472.8536 
650.780.7225 
malcolm.smith@redwoodcitv.org 
www .redwoodcitv.org 
www.twitter.com/redwoodcitv 

1017 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

Subscribe to receive Redwood City E-News, 
news releases, or other documents via email 
Go to www.redwoodcitv.org/eqov to subscribe 

~ Please think Green before printing this e-mail 

This email and any attachments thereto may contain private, confidential, and privileged material for the sole use of the intended recipient. 
Any review, copying, or distribution of this email (or any attachments thereto) by other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If you 
are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately and permanently delete the original and any copies of this email and 
any attachments thereto. 
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May4. 2012 

r-.:J Redwood City 
L.J Sa ltworks 

The Honomblc Aliciu Aguirre 
Mayor 
THE CITY OF REDWOOD CITY 
City Hall 
1017 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City, California 94063 

Re: Withdrawal of Pending Saltworks "50150 .Balanced Plan·· 
Project Proposal, May 2009 

Dear May~r .Aguirre. 

We are a\\Tnrc the Red\"'(xxi City City Council intends to review and discuss potential 
options regarding the Salt works proposal on rvtonday, Mny 7. So as to avoid any 
unnecessary confusion. we write to clarify the status of the pending application, our 
intentions procedurally moving forn•ard, and the revisions \VC intend for the future 
proposal. 

Initially. we commend the City for its consistent and unyielding commitment to 
conduct an open, transparent, and fact-based environmental investigation of our proposal 
for the fmure of the S.altworks site, our ''50150 Balanced Plan," filed with the City in May 
2009. As you publicly committed, you have managed a fair. exhaustive. and balanced 
process fully consistent with and. indeed. exc<..>eding the mandates of stntc law. We flnd it 
saddening and ironic that those efforts have resul.tcd in intense criticism of the City 
Council and staff .. collectively and individually, from outside interests. 

Your thomugh nnd inclusive process produced n wealth of input, feedback, criticism, 
and vision from the community. stakeholders nnd regulators. As you know. in light of 
thot tremendous n!Spons.e, we have been working for the last five months on a revised 
proposal for the Salh~·orks. In our efforts to complete that revised plan. we continue to 
explore the related process with the federal agencies. 

1l1ere has been n great deal of specul::ttion about the timing and direction of our 
revised proposal for the Salt works. In evaluating a revised vision for the Saltworks. we 
hnve focused on the very unique history and character of this site. Activities ranging 
from agricultural production to disposal of dredge spoils from the initial digging for the 
Port of Redwood City fnshioned the most highly dis.turbed and engineered nature of the: 
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westerly most part of the site (within the present-day crystallizer beds) ns early as the lute 
1800s. Titis area is the most heuvlly manipulated and has not been in any significant way 
a functioning part of San Fnmcisco Bay for over 100 years. The easterly portion. 
howe\'er. remaine2_!argely undisturbed unQI much lal£r and was constnJctcd pursua01 to 
n 1940 federal pemtit. 

Rcflt.-ctive of this history. o.Yr.reviscd plan for the Saltworks "~.W be foc~!C.~ . .9~ a 
much more limited footp_lj~r_i_stcd t~ J.ll~_a_t:t:f! 2LSr.tllte~t _histori~dt~l~r~U.Il_~'?~ 
Accordingly, we amicipate that the revised proposed development f~-~JIJlC 
n~.~~!~~~!Lt!~}:: .. ~~f_£~~-qf}!'~'.P.!:.~sed in JE£ .. ~~1.~-~QO? 5~!_50 Plan submittal. 
Jmponantly. this nrca nlso is fully contained within th~ p<Jrtion of the site currently 
dcsignate("U~~:i~·· undctii1c chy'soeiiernl i>iiii.wl11cli~~fyou1noW.t..i~.for 
"Jand to be preserved for future usc to expaml theulitt.Jils_ o[th£_l{f2Q.tJiri~lf area of tire 
Citv." (Redwo City G~rnl Plaft.--:Qte Built Environment, Urbnn FormandLand Usc. 
Page BE-41 ndopled October 1 I, 2010 , !!E£1wsi~.ll~.Q.~.~.) · 

The magnitude of change in the focus and footprint of this revised proposal is such a 
significant departure from the existing 50/50 proposal .. and is~ foundationally dcri'l!'d 
from the disturbance hi story qf the sitc,JJ~at ilJJlUSt be considered in li£ht of feqf?titl 
rc.gula_tory parnrnete_rs~ Accordingly, we feel any specific proposal back to the City 
would be p~m_amr~.~DJH '~'e ~~~t~r ~!!d~_rstand the regulatory implications of OUfr£Vi~cd 
vision. 

Muyor Aguirre, we could not be more uppn.:dative of the professional and courteous 
relationship with Redwood City- its citizens, City Staff. and its elected and appointed 
officials -that has matured over these past few years. 'The City's sattff and officials h;wc 
shown great commitment to the integrity of the process in evaluating the appropriate 
future usc of this site. Given the critical imponancc of this. site for the future of Redwood 
City. we also remain commit.tcd to being thoughtful and thorough in bringing our revised 
Salt works proposal to the City. 

To be clear. nnd to avoid any unnecessary confusion or disuaction by the City. we 
hereby withdraw the May 2,()()l) 50150 Balanced Plnn proposal currently on me with the 
City in its entirety. -~- --~ · , ....... ----~ 
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Should you or I he City staff hove any questions regarding this matter. please ft"Cl free 
to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

cc: City Council 
Boh Bell. City ~·tnnager 
Pamela Tiwmpson. City Attorney 
Bill Ekent, Community Development Director 
Blake Lyon. Senior Planner 
City Clerk 


